***Diamond Elite Softball Rules & General Information***

· Coaches are encouraged to have all birth certificates in hand should a situation present itself.
· Each team will get (3) games.  In the event that tournament is shortened or cancelled due to inclement weather, the following refund will apply:  0 games played – 100% refund; 1 game played – 50% refund; 2 games played – no refund.
· Saturday’s home teams will be determined by the flip of a coin.  Sunday’s home team will be the higher seed.
· Tiebreaker: Record, Head to head (when applicable), runs allowed, runs scored, flip of the coin.
· A pool play game may end in a tie game.  Sunday’s games will be played out.  Ties on Sunday in regulation will result in International Tie Breaker Rules.  No limit in championship game.  Championship game will be (5) innings.
· Home team be will the official book and visiting team will be responsible for the score board.

**6U, 8U**
· Time limit – 60 minutes.  No new inning after 50 minutes.
· 6 runs per inning.  Game can end when mathematically impossible to tie.
· 10 players will play the field (4 outfielders).
· Coaches have the option of batting the entire lineup or just the players playing the field.
· Players will receive 5 pitches.  A foul ball on the 5th pitch will result in another pitch.
· Only plastic cleats will be permitted.
· Each team will be allowed (2) coaches in the outfield while on defense.  Coach may not touch or physically aid defense.
· No bunting, slapping or walks.
· No infield fly rule.
· Runner leaving base early will result in a team warning.  Next occurrence will result in an out.  No stealing.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The base runner will be allowed to leave the base at the release of the ball.  The lead runner must be stopped before time out can be called.  At that point, if the runner hasn’t advanced ½ to the next base, they must return to the previous base.  Determination to be made by umpire.

***10U/12U/14U/16U***
· Time limit  – 1 hour 30 minutes.  No new inning after 1 hour 15 minutes.
· Mercy rule – 12 runs after (3) innings, 10 runs after (4) innings, 8 runs after (5) innings.
· Can bat up to 11 players.  Must finish with what you start with. Can roster bat if you wish.
· 9 defensive players.
· Infield fly and dropped 3rd strike rule will be in effect.
· 10U pitching rubber will be placed 35 ft from home plate.  12U pitching rubber will be placed 40 ft from pitching rubber.  14U & 16U pitching rubber will be placed 43 ft from home plate.
· Only plastic (molded) cleats permitted for 10U.  Metal cleats will be allowed for 12U, 14U and 16U.
· Courtesy runner for pitcher and catcher has to be a sub.  If no sub available, them must be last out made. 
· If a coach needs clarification on a specific rule, please see home plate umpire prior to first game.
· KHSAA rules will be the governing rules.
PROTESTS
THERE WILL BE NO PROTESTS.  Umpire’s judgment calls should not be questioned, they are exactly that, judgment.  Tournament director has the authority to remove any coach, parent, fan or player that may cause a drastic scene or continued harassment of an umpire.   
COACHES AND PARENTS CONDUCT
This tournament is designed for the kids, and we intend to make sure that they are the main priority.  Things are going to happen during the game that coaches and parents will not be happy with, but please remember that your kids develop their opinions of acceptable behavior from what they see you doing.  There will be absolutely no foul or abusive language or unsportsmanlike conduct tolerated. 
If a coach or assistant coach is ejected from a game, they must set out that game and the
next game.
 
Alcoholic beverages of any type are not permitted at any field and any problems with alcohol at the park will be handled by the Versailles Police Department.  If there is any rule or interpretation that is not fully explained by this list of rules please do not hesitate to ask the home plate umpire and get a ruling immediately prior to your first game, do not wait until the action happens.

